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In Alcoholics Anonymous Treatment and Correclions service, Bridging the Gap
programs connect alcoholics leaving Treatment or Correctional facilities with Alcoholics
Anonymous in their home communities by providing them with temporary contacts.

Bridging the Gap Workshop Weekend events are full weekends focused on sharing
our experiences, Bridging the Gap, and developing new ideas that enhance our Service
to those requesting temporary contacts.

BTGWW Annual Workshops, Newsletters, and Digital Resource Library are tools
that help us learn from each other.

Registration fees ensure BTGWW events remain self-supporting.

This Newsletter is confidential and is for use by members of Alcoholics Anonymous.

2025/2026 BTGWW OFFICERS

Coordinator: Reb O.
(303) 887-0141
coordinator@btgww.org
Alt. Coordinator: Amanda S.
(514) 531-2261

altcoordinator@bt gww.org

NON-ROTATING OFFICERS
Tech Support Cheri J.
(816) 591-2924
webmaster@btgww.org
Archivist Craig B.

(314) 894-9427
archivist@btgww.org




WELCOME TO AREA 25 DISTRICT 10

A big thanks to Area 25 (Kansas) District 1(
for volunteering to host the 2026 Workshoj
Weekend. While members from the Kansa
Area have participated in the workshop, th
1s the first time Area 25 has hosted it.

The workshop will be held on the southwest side of the Kansas City Metro Area in Olathe, at the Hilton Garden Inn. We
have also arranged with the hotel to extend the discounted room rate for 3 days before and 3 days after the workshop in
case you can take a little extra time to enjoy the sights around Kansas City. We have the Zoo, Art and History Museums,
a Presidential Library, the Jazz district, and within a few miles, fields and fields of sunflowers.

And of course, you can’t come to Kansas City without trying some BBQ. This year, instead of having the Saturday
banquet provided by the hotel, we are trying something different.

Across the parking lot is Joe’s BBQ. In KC, you can often hear lively banter about where to go for the best BBQ. Joe’s is
often at the top of the list.

Originally, we thought we could all just walk across the parking lot on Saturday evening and grab tables and order off
the menu. After scoping it out, we found that the line on a Saturday was out the door and down the block.

So we have made the reservations and set the menu. We will have a buffet with beef, pork, and chicken offerings. If you
are a vegetarian, several sides will be available. Also included are drinks, salad, and of course, dessert.

If you are flying in, the Kansas City International Airport (MCI) will be
your destination. Kansas City is also a major stop between Chicago and LA
on Amtrak, if you are looking for something different.

We look forward to seeing you all soon.




WELCOME TO KANSAS

The state of Kansas runs 429 miles east to west and 225 miles north to south. Once outside of the Wichita
and Kansas City neighborhoods, Kansas is a primarily rural community. Most industry in our state is
related to agriculture. Being in the middle of the great plains, Kansas was hit hard during the dust bowl
era of the 1930s. From these hard times Kansans have developed an attitude of “we all need to work
together if we are going to survive.” This same attitude can be found throughout the A.A. community as
well. In Kansas we understand the needs of A.A.s remote communities.

Kansas City sits at the crossroads of the Kansas and Missouri rivers. These river ports made Kansas City a
major stopping off place on the westward expansion of our country. It also left a very diverse blend of
cultural, ethnic and culinary experiences. As the third largest rail hub in the country and the third largest
trucking center, we still have a continuous flow of very diverse personalities passing through our area.
This continuous blending of cultures and personalities makes A A. meetings rich with a diverse blend of
experience, strength and hope.

Kansas is also rich with history. Abilene, KS is the home town of President Dwight D Eisenhower. His
presidential library is also located in Abilene. One Miss America and two astronauts have also called
Kansas home. In the 1860s the most brutal fighting of the civil war was the Kansas — Missouri boarder
wars. From this time in American history, Kansas was nicknamed “The Free State.” We are also rich with
A.A. hustory. The first A.A. group in Kansas was formed by Dr. Miles N in 1942. It was cleverly named
“Kansas Group Number One.” With his own money, he built a treatment center for alcoholics called the
“Shrine on the Hill.” It was the first detox and treatment center in the Kansas City area. With its “old
school” method of detoxing drunks, it was in continuous operation until the mid-1980s when insurance
companies stopped paying for treatment. The A.A. group could not financially support the building any
longer and had to abandon the center. A few years later the county took over the building for back taxes
and now it is a city park. All the groups in Kansas can trace their root back to Akron, Ohio through Kansas
Group Number One.

One of the greatest assets that came out of this melding of cultures is our varied culinary options. You can
find almost any international flavor you desire. Obviously Kansas City is best known for our Bar-B-Q). The
only truly American cuisine. For our Saturday night banquet, we invite you to join us at KC Joe’s Bar-B-Q
for a sampling of some of our finest local dining experience. After dinner we will walk back across the
parking lot to the Hilton Gardens.

Area 25 District 10 is located on the far eastern edge of Kansas. We are adjacent to Area 39 Districts 6 and
10 on the Missourt side (border wars are no longer an issue). Both Area 25 and District 10 in Area 25 are
honored to welcome you the 2026 Bridging the Gap Weekend Workshop. We look forward to seeing you
there.

[immy the C.
Host Committee Chair



NEW GUIDELINES FOR BRIDGING THE GAP

A.A. Guidelines amuece
Last fall GSO published e ———

guidelines for Bridging the
Gap
You can find them on aa.org = =iienni
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WHAT ABOUT NEXT YEAR

The future of the Bridging the Gap Workshop Weekend always depends on 2 things. First, the
attendance of the previous year. The workshop is self-supporting thru registrations.The
BTGWW steering committee works diligently all year to provide an interesting and informative
weekend. We have enough seed money to put deposits on the hotel for the next year, but if the

current year doesn’t break even we won’t be able to replace the seed money and make deposits
for the next workshop.Attendance and support lets the steering committee know how we have
done in organizing the workshop. So far, by the skin of our teeth, we have been self-supporting
each year.

The second requirement for a successful workshop is a volunteer host committee.

We realize we were late getting the workshop info out this year. That was specifically because
we didn’t have any volunteers to host in 2025.Thank you Kansas District 10 for stepping up.
Without a host we don’t have a location to have the workshop.

Hosting a national workshop may seem overwhelming if you haven’t done that, but It’s really
no different from holding any other convention/conference/roundup or AA gathering. The
primary responsibility is to find a viable meeting space to hold the workshop. Historically it
has been in the meeting space of a hotel, but other venues are just fine as long as there is a
hotel close where the attendees can stay for the weekend.The other thing we ask of the host
committee is to provide a hospitality room. We need our coffee and a place to continue
conversations from the previous breakout sessions. And some donuts in the mornings. Other
than the hospitality room, the workshop is financially responsible for the meeting rooms and
related expenses, and arranging the presenters for the breakout sessions.

As of right now we have not heard from anyone interested in hosting the workshop in 2027. On
our website (BTGWW.org) we have posted a bid package to help guide you thru the process of
talking to potential meeting locations. And the steering committee members are always
available to help and share our experience with hosting past workshops.

If you are interested in hosting, or maybe just curious, please download the bid package and
look it over. We are always here if you have questions. Let’s look to the future of Bridging the
Gap and where we can be in 2027.



